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The closs were excited and a buzz of conversation hummed through the clossroom. It wos
g L History class and Miss Townsend hod arranged a special treat. She fiddled with the knobs and

dils of the big expensive machine ond furned to fhe class.

“Class, today we will be talking with Vida Jane Coldstein who is coming fo us from the
1920s. Please keep your questions related to her life, do not mention her death, ond class -

o mobile phones!”
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Miss Townsend furned the dial and the time machine whirred info life. A dozzling beom of
white light appeared and @ woman stepped from the light. She wos well-groomed and wore o
|, smort hot. She booked of the chss and smiled warmly. “Good affernoon chiren. How moy T
g help you?”

Joss smied of the woman and said, “Ms Goldstein, s it frue that you lived in the Victorion

era and never married?”
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Vido smiled ond said, “Whik T om soddened to learn that children of Hhis century fhink of
; women from fhe 1800 and 1900s only as wives and mothers, T understond why you think fhat

way. To answer your question young miss, no, 1 did nof wed. I made o conscious decision not

Elijoh frowned ond said, “Didnt you want security from o husband?”
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g fo wed lest it come between me and my work.”

Vido looked of Elijoh and shook her head. “Though my father, Jacob, wos tradtional in his
views and vakes, he encouraged me and my sisters fo have an edkcation end on
understanding of ecorormics and poliics. T wonder if fhis wos because we were bor bere in

the "young colony’ and not across the ocean in Irelond. My mother further encouraged these
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kinds of idedls in us girls. She was o suf frogefte in the frucst sense.”
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“Wha's o suffragefte?” Elijoh asked.

g “Elijoh! Miss Townsond explained i kot week!” Joss cried. “They were fhe women who
wanled equal rights s men. Rights o vote and be paid fhe same.”

“Essentialy yes.” Vida nodded. “Though women's suf'frage in the ke nineleenth and carly

fwenticth centuries was obout far more than the right o vole and equal pay. Women's

suffroge was about our very right fo be inchded as o member of sociefy. To be seen ond
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heard. To be vakied as citizens. And although T was born in 1869 when some pioneers hod
already begun the suffragette movement, it wasn't until mother and I assisted in the collection
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GLUE HERE

GLUE HERE

How did Vic's perents hefp her fo become o
sirong ord free thinker?

GLUE HERE

Vidh descrbes fhe suf frage movemert os more than
aright fo vole. What ekse were they fighting for?

GLUE HERE

Tt was unusual for women fo rot marry in coloriol
times. Why dicht Vida want o get morried?

Vidh beleve ot fhe i for oqud rights wes imperart
for 'humonty’. What do you think he mears by fhis?
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of 31,000 signtures on o peifion for the Women's Suffragist Movement - in only six weeks

- tht the Stafe of Victoria finl begon fo sea fhe issue for what it wes.”

b Elijoh frowned. “You sure don't look like o feminist.”

Vida raised an eyebrow ond said, “Not every feminist is a milient, young sir. Nor sinle. Most
of the supporters of the suf fragist movement were already married women. Menfolk foo
supported the movement. Even notoble menfokk.”

“Were you hoppy when women were gronfed fhe right fo vote in federal elections in 1902?"

Jess asked.

L "It wos o good stort, young miss. A step i the right direction. Abs, there wos so much more

b ot necded fighting for; equal property rights, raising the age of marital consent, rights for

women fo access confraception more easiky. Not fo mention the ferrible horror of wer.”
“But men were the ones who went fo war. Not women. T thought you wers dll for women's
rights.” Elijoh osked.

Vida smiled sadly ond said, “Young sir, I hove learned in my e thet it really isn't cbout men
and women - it's about humanily. No bumon, regardiess of gender, shoud suffer. Mankind
needs peace and pecifism dbove ol eke. Remember fhese words children; in essentiak unity; in
non-essentials lberty; in oll hings charity.”

Miss Townsend nodded and said, “We have run out of fime unforhunctely. Vida Goldstein,
thank you for coming fo falk with the chss. We wish ou ol the best for your fulure.”

Vida nodded of Miss Townsend and the chss. She disappeared back info the fime machine and
vanished in a beam of bright white lght.

Miss Townsend furned to fhe closs and said, “Bonus poinls for angone who con fell me the end
of Vida Goldstein’s story.”

P Jess raised her hond and said, “Vida Goldstein became increasingly concerned wih fhe

weffare of society unti she died in 1849,

Miss Townsend nodded. “Correct. Known as a charming orator, Vida's personal belief's in

Christion Science guided her kst few years and she furned her aHention fo healing ond

promoting the message of the church, unfil she succumbed fo cancer in her South Yarra home

in 1849, For her confributions not only fo women, but fo humanity, Vida Goldstein is recognised
05 @ frue Australion Pioneer.”
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Full Nome: ..

Australion
Suffragette
Profile
Vide |
Goldstein

Dote of Birth:

Place of Birth: ..

Dote of Death:

Fow woud you descrbe fhe How did Vida Goldstein
chorocter of Vido Goldstein
based on fhe story ond your

research?

bring dbou  poliical and socil
reform?

Two guestions I have about Vida Goldstein. | |Tuo facts I've leamed dbout Vido Goldstein.

I
.

Ful Nome: Vida Jane Mory Goldstein

A summary is o brief outline of the main points of something such os o

story or an event. A summary con be usefiul to help people quickly know
what happened. Write o brief summary of Vida Goldstein's visit fo Miss

Townsend's closs.
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GLUE HERE

“Though my father, Jacob, was fradifional

GLUE HERE

“Though women's suffiage n the lofe

in his views and values, 0
and my sisters fo have an education and an
I

nineteenth an cer
fies was about for more than the right fo

wonder s was because we were bom

here infhe young colony’ and nof across

the ocean n eland. My mofher further

encotraged fhese kind of deasnus gt

She was a uffagelte nthe fues sense.

Houw dd Vid's parenls he ber o become
shrong o e Hhirker?

Women's suifrage

was about our very fight fo be included
a5 0 member of sociely. To be seen and
heard, To be valued as cifizens.”

GLUE HERE

“Whie | am saddened o leam fhat
children of this century think of women
from the: 18005 and 1900s only as wives
and mothers, | understand why you think
that way. To answer your question young
miss, no, | id not wed. | made o
conscious decision not fo wed lest it
come befween me and my work.”

T wes unud for upmen o rof marry 1 coorid
fimes. Why det Vido wer o gef marriod?

Vidodeccrbes fhe sffroge movermer as more frn
aright o vele. Wh ok were thy figtng for?

Australien
Suffragette

Dale of Birth: 13th April, 1863

Profile
Vide

Place of Birth: Portond

Defe of Death: I5th August, 1949

Goldstein
ANSWERS

Fow woukd you describe fhe Fow dd Vido Goloein
chorecter of Vida Goldslein bring chout polfcd ond socid o
he siory ond your reform? %

Answers wil vary.

Ve belevod o fho fi for oqual s ues vk
o huerdy. Wl by ik he sy h?

Two questions I have about Vida Goldstein.

1. Answers wil vary.

Two focts I've korned cbaut Vido Goldsein.

1. Answers wil vary..
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ANSWERS AND ASSEMBLY
INSTRVCTIONS ARE INCLVDED
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I wos unusual for women to not marry in colonid
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