Grade 5 HASS
Australian History

Suffragettes
M{a:, LYy

4 fun activities!
Reading Passage
Suffragette Flip Book
ouf Tragette Research
Profile

Reading Passage Summar




Australia’s
Suff ragettes

Complete each of the sections and
then assemble your flip book
following the instructions.

Australian Suffragette
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A summary

A summary is a brief outline of the main points of something such as o
story or an event. A summary can be useful fo help people quickly know
whot happened. Write a brief summary of Mary Lee's visit to Miss
Townsend's closs.
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The class were excited and o buzz of conversation hummed through the classroom. Tt
wos History closs and Miss Townsend hod arranged a special freat. She fiddled with the
knobs and didls of fhe big expensive machine and furned fo fhe clss.

“Class, fodog we will be tolking with Mary Lee who is coming fo us from the lofe
1800s. Please keep your questions related fo her life, do not mention her death, and

class - no moble phones!”

L0

Miss Townsend furned the dial and the fime machine whirred info Ife. A dozzling beam
of white light appeared and a short, phimp woman stepped from the light. She looked
o the chss with stern eyes and said, “Good ofternoon ckss. How may I help you?"
Brooke's hond shot up. “You're from Adelaide, but you have on Irish accent. Why is g
het?”

Mary smied and said, “T was born in Irekind in 1821 and didn't come out fo the colony
wnil 1879. The Trish blood runs thick in my veins, but my heart belongs fo the colony.”

S

Jogden frowned and asked, “So why did you come out?”
“T'm the ma fo seven bonny children, and my dear lod John Ben jomin fook il here. T
hod o come over fo nurse the lod. Sadly, he possed awoy.”

Jogden nodded sadly. Mory smied and said, “But our Lord works in mysterious ways, g
young ked. By coming across fhe sea fo these shores I found my frue calling. Back
home in Irelond T wos o wife and mother. Here I hove become poliical activist, social
reformer and advocale o end women’s suffrage.”

“Can you explain women's suf frage ma'm?” asked Ello politely. g
Mary smiled and nodded. “Here in the colony, women are thought fo be litle more
thon brood mares. Wives. Mothers. Makers of dinner and keepers of houses. We're
fo be seen ond not heard. T and ofher Ike-minded folk - folk lie the Social Purily

Society - believe this is wrong. Women have much and more to contribute to society

el

beyond keeping their menfolk happy.”

“Ts it just women who worked to end women's suffrage?” Ebony asked. 1
Mary shook her head. “No chid. Honourdble, far-seeing men have championed our
cause; men like the Reverend J. C. Kirby and Edward Stirling. With loudable menfolk

such os these behind our cause, we created the South Australion Women's Suffrage
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GLUE HERE GLUE HERE

What did Mary Lee believe to be her

true calling’?

GLUE HERE

How did Mary and other suffragettes

work to gain greater rights for women?

GLUE HERE

What were Mary and members of the
Suffrage movement trying to change?

Why didn’t Mary want to take a seat in
Government? Explain your answer.
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Ful Nome: Mary Lee

Australian
Suffragette
Profile
Mary Lee
ARSWers

How did Mary Lee bring dbout
ol ond soc ?

Dale of Birth: .I4ih Feb B21
Place of Birth: Ireland

Date of Death: 13th Sept 109

Fiow woukd you descre fhe
chorecter of Mary Lo bosed on
Hhe slory ond your reseorch?

orm

Tu questons T hove chort Mory Lee. luo fcts [ve ared coutrery Lee

© Acese S Resaurces

Q0.9 P .02 203
oo

¥ Ay
League and saw women's voices begin fo be heard by our sociely.
g’ “How else did you fight fo end women's suf'froge?” Jayden osked.
b Mary thought for o moment and said, “My fellow advocales and T established the
Working Women's Trade Union. I wos appointed fo of fices in bocal council and sat on
various commiltees o odvocate for women's rights and needs. T pushed bock of the
E liberal democracy wherever I could fo see women's equality acknowledged. I fook on
) secretorial positions ond arranged ralles, leffers, pefitions and comiiees.”
“Sounds like you should have been working within the Government fo make change.”

g, Joyden said.

of Government agendos.”

q Miss Townsend stepped forword ond said, “We have run out of Hime unfortunde
Y Mary Lee, thank you for coming fo folk wih fhe chss. We wish you ol fhe best.”
Mary nodded and gave o quick farewell wave fo Miss Townsend and the closs. She
disappeared back into the time machine and
P vanished in o beam of bright white light.
Miss Townsend turned fo the class ond said,
“Bonus points for anyone who con fell me the end
of Mory Lee's story.”
Ebony raised her hand ond said, “Mory died in
1909 and wos buried in the some cemetery as her
son.”
g: Miss Townsend nodded. “Correct Ebony. Mary

Lee continued chompioning for women's rights ond

204

equalty up fo her death. She wos not welliked by
her opponents due o her outspokenness, but we
owe a kirge part of women's enfranchisement fo

the likes of Mory Lee.”

20

P Maory sniffed and said, “Oh T wos asked to foke o seat in Government. But T turned it g
down. There is no better stondpoint for the side of ‘right’ than fo be truly independent

Full Name: .

Austrelien

Date of Birth:

Suffragette
Profile

Mary Lee

Ploce of Birth: .

Dale of Death: ...

Fow woukd you descrbe fhe
chorocter of Moy Lo based on
the story and your research?

Fow did Mary Lee bring cbout
polfical ond social reform?

Two guestions I hove dbout Mary Lee. Tuo focls I've learned dbout morg Lee.

Merry [ANSWEFS

GLUE HERE

‘GLUE HERE

“Buf our Lord works 3
young lod. By coming across the seato
hese shores | found my frue caling. Back
home i relondl I wos  wife and mother.
Here | have become polifcal activt
social reformer and advocate fo end
women's suffage.”

What did Mary Lee believe to be her
‘true calling’?

“My fel g

the Working Women's Trade Union. | was
appointed fo offices i local council and
saf on various committees fo

advocate for women's ights and needs.
I pushed back af the liberal democracy
wherever | could fo see women's
equaity acknowledged. ook on
secrefarial posiions and arrangedalies,
letters, pefitions and committees.”

GLUE HERE

Here in the colony, women are
thought o be litle mcre than brood
‘mares. Wives. Mothers Mokers of dinner
and keepers of houses. We're fo be seen
and nof heard. | and other fke-minded
folk ~folk ke the Social Purity Sociefy -
believe fhis s wrong. Women have much
and more fo confribule fo society

How did Mary and other suffragettes
work to gain greater rights for women?

GLUE HERE

“Oh was asked fo foke a seat in Gov-
emment. But  fumed it down. There s no
better standpoint for fhe side of ‘ight

beyond keeping e menfok happy.
v ? PP%" || than to be fruy independent of Govern-

ment agendos.
What were Mary and members of the
Suffrage movement trying to change?

Why didn’t Mery went to take a seat in
Government? Explain your answer.

ANSWERS AND ASSEMBLY
INSTRVCTIONS ARE INCLVDED
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What did Mary Lee believe 1o be her
‘true calling'?

What were Mary and members of the
Suffrage movement trying to change?

How did t:’l.ar*y and other suffragettes
work to gain greater rights for women?

Why didn’t Mary want to take a seatin !

Government? Explain your answer.

[Australian

Suffragette
Profile .
Mary Lee\
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